National Prescription Drug
Take-Back Initiative- October
23, 2021

Delaware — On Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has scheduled
their National Take-Back Initiative (NTBI). This is a great
opportunity for those who missed the previous events, or who
have subsequently accumulated unwanted, unused, and expired
prescription drugs, to safely dispose of those medications.
This is an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by
ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused,
and unwanted prescription drugs. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked.

DEA will also accept vaping devices and cartridges at any of
its drop off locations during Take Back Day. It is important
to note that DEA cannot accept devices containing lithium ion
batteries. If batteries cannot be removed prior to drop-off,
DEA encourages individuals to consult with stores that recycle
lithium ion batteries.

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public
health issue. Medicines that languish in home cabinets are
highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of
prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as
are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to
these drugs. Studies show that a majority of abused
prescription drugs are obtained from family and friends,
including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition,
Americans are now advised that their usual methods for
disposing of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or
throwing them in the trash-both pose potential safety and
health hazards.
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For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs
or about the October 23rd Take Back Day event, and to find
year-round collection sites near you go to
https://takebackday.dea.gov/

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal Gary
Fournier
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